USE OF TREATED SEWERAGE EFFLUENT IN WATER SUPPLIES

In July 2006, LGAQ undertook a State-wide survey of 1000 people connected to a town water supply to measure support for the use of treated sewerage effluent to supplement water supplies.  The survey was carried out by Market Facts Queensland.

The sample covered:


South East Queensland    
700


Provincial Cities/Towns
200


Other Urban Centres

100

Respondents were asked whether they would support the use of treated sewerage effluent to supplement their town water supply.

Some 56.8% of respondents indicated they would while 29.7% answered ‘no’.  The remaining 13.5% could not express a view either way.  This is a relatively strong support for use of recycled effluent with almost twice as many supporting as not supporting.

Support was strongest in South East Queensland (SEQ) at 60.9% in favour and 27.6% against.  Support was weakest in provincial cities and towns with only 44.5% in favour and 33.5% against.  Provincial cities and towns also had the highest proportion of ‘don’t know’ responses at 22%.

Would you support the use of treated sewerage effluent to supplement the town water supply?





Balance

Total
SEQ
Provincial
Urban
—————
——————————
——————————
——————
Sample
1000
700  
200  
100  
Yes %
56.8
60.9  
44.5  
53.0  
No %
29.7
27.6  
33.5  
37.0  
Don’t Know %
13.5
11.6  
22.0  
10.0  
Support was strongest in males (61.1% ‘yes’) compared with females (53.4% ‘yes’).  Support was lowest from those over 65 years (48.9% ‘yes’).


Total
Male
Female
18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65+

Yes %
56.8
61.1 
53.4 
61.4 
56.0 
57.7 
62.6 
58.6 
48.9 
No %
29.7
29.5 
29.8 
30.0 
29.1 
28.4 
26.6 
27.8 
35.2

Don’t know %
13.5
9.3 
16.8 
8.6 
14.9 
13.9 
10.8 
13.6 
15.9
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